
Aesthetics

Tutorial 8 – Kant on Aesthetic Judgement

Our final tutorial will turn our approach to one of the great historical works of
philosophical aesthetics. Specifically, we’ll be looking at the theory of aesthetic
judgement put forward by Immanuel Kant in the Critique of Judgement.1 Kant
distinguishes between the beautiful, the appeal of which is immediately apparent
to an audience and the sublime, which is not. With this distinction made, Kant
then goes on to categorise different aesthetic experiences. In this class, we will
examine Kant’s taxonomy of aesthetic experiences.
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Question: Kant claims that when you judge something to be beautiful, you are committed
to the claim that everyone else ought to agree with you. Why does Kant think this and how
plausible is it?

1The Critique of Judgement is divided into two parts. One dealing with aesthetics, the other
dealing with the philosophy of science. We’ll only be concentrating on the aesthetics part of the
Critique.
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